Seattle P-I Blog, 2/3/09

Are bicyclists allowed on Aurora Avenue North?

Q: Are bicyclists allowed on Aurora Avenue North?
I was especially surprised to see a person riding his
bike in the right northbound car lane on the Aurora

Bridge the other day.

A: Bicyclists are allowed to ride on Aurora Avenue
North and the bridge.

"It's not very smart," Seattle police spokeswoman
Renee Witt said, "but it's not against the law."

It's not illegal to bike on the Aurora Bridge, police said.
(Josh Trujillo/P-I)

Some bicyclists, however, don't share that view.

"We have no evidence to suggest it's not safe," Cascade Bicycle Club advocacy director David
Hiller said of the Aurora Bridge. "For most people it's not going to be a comfortable place to ride
because of high volumes of traffic. But when people say its legal but discouraged, what does that
say about the amount of protection that is provided?"

Lane width on the bridge from west to east is 10 feet, 9 feet, 9.5 feet, 9.5 feet, 9 feet and 10 feet.
The speed limit is 40 miles per hour, though drivers often break that.

A bike map designed by the Seattle Department of Transportation does not list the bridge or
Aurora Avenue North as a commonly used street.

Bicyclists often use the bridge to avoid hills when riding to Phinney Ridge, Hiller said, adding
that people should be aware of drivers taking free right turns on to the bridge.

"If someone is hurt and they are following the rules, it's not because they shouldn't have been
there," he said. "It's a public right of a way, and it's open."

Seattle city officials have made bike maps that include bicycle lanes and commonly used routes.
Click on the links below to download the maps as PDFs.

North Seattle
South Seattle
First Avenue South Bridge

Ballard Bridge



http://blog.seattlepi.com/seattle911/library/Bikemap_north_08_3.pdf
http://blog.seattlepi.com/seattle911/library/Bikemap_south_08_3.pdf
http://blog.seattlepi.com/seattle911/library/BM_1st_Ave_So_Bridge_Final_12-03-03.pdf
http://blog.seattlepi.com/seattle911/library/BM_Ballard_Bridge_Final_12-03-03.pdf

Downtown Seattle

Interstate 90 bridge

Sea-Tac Airport access

University District and Montlake area
West Seattle Bridge

Here is a key to the maps:

Key
Shared Use Trail = == == Bijcycle Lane
Sharrows & w=w= Sharrow & Climbing
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Arterial Street — MNon-Arterial Street
Commaonly used by bicyclists Commanly used by bicyclists

Pedestrian Pathway > > >> Streetor Trail Grade

Bicycles permitted Greater frequency of chevrons
indicates steaper grade

Other maps and routes can be found here from the Cascade Bicycle Club.

Thanks to people who submitted questions. Click below for answers to previous questions and
to leave comments.

Can people be ticketed for the same offense twice in a day?
Last-second freeway off ramp mergers - legal or not?

Are you required to sign a traffic ticket?

Do red-light cameras lead to cell-phone tickets?

Can people be fined for making false police reports?

Do cops always have to ID themselves when asked?

Do I have to stop for pedestrians waiting at a crosswalk?
Who is responsible for cleaning up graffiti?

Can off-duty cops in unmarked cars pull you over?

Are space heaters a fire hazard in work cubicles?

Do land lines work to call 911 even with no phone service?
What happens to items found in theft and burglary cases?
Do cops have quotas for speeding tickets?

Can cars park in a bus stop if no bus is coming?

Can you run metering lights if no cars are behind you?

Can my neighbor be ticketed for a noisy dog?

Can I plead the fifth when arrested by cops?

Can I turn across a freeway onramp on a red light?

What's the age cut-off for being carded?

What kinds of ID can I use to get into a bar?
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Are fireworks legal on New Year's Day?

Can paintballs legally deter intrusive hookers?
Can people really make a citizen's arrest?

Do cars blocking hydrants stop firefighters?

Do red-light cameras consider snow conditions?
What's the penalty for driving on closed roads?
Can the city be sued by people hurt sledding?
Are snowmobiles legal on city streets?

Does snow slow police and fire response times?
What streets do police first close for ice?

Do cops really give fines for sidewalk ice?
What's the penalty for not yielding to cops?

Do cars always have to yield to pedestrians?
Are cheap smoke detectors safe enough?

Who pays for false burglary alarm calls?

What happens to people caught with a fake ID?
Can you be ticketed driving the speed limit?
How close can you park to fire hydrants?

Is it illegal to rev your engine at stoplights?
What are the basic fines for speeding?

When can I pass a school bus with lights going?
Is it illegal to disobey crossing guards?

Are electric bikes allowed on Burke-Gilman?

Is it illegal to blow yard waste into streets?
Where are Seattle gangs?

Where does the money from traffic tickets go?
Does hands-free law apply to hearing-impaired?
Is it illegal to drive with headphones?

Can Vespas legally travel in bike lanes?

Don't firefighters rescue stuck cats?

Can drivers ignore red lights at midblock?
Which intersection is worst for pedestrians?

Is it legal to eat while driving? How about putting on makeup?
Are both lap and shoulder seatbelts required?
Red-light traffic blocks fire trucks - what now?
Can flashing headlights change a red light?

Can I be fined if my passenger has no seatbelt?
Where are fire escapes in Seattle townhouses?
Is it legal to walk home drunk?

Who enforces political sign cleanup?

Can my car legally block part of a sidewalk?
Can motorcycles park on sidewalks?

Is flashing high beams at cars illegal?

Is the left lane really just for passing?
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e [s car-to-sidewalk switch on bikes legal?

e s itillegal to drive with tailgate down?

Are classic cars required to have seatbelts?

Can drivers turn left on a double yellow line?

Are motorcyclists required to have insurance?

Is it possible to beat a Breathalyzer by sucking on a penny?
OK to go through red light if you entered intersection on a yellow?
Is it illegal to sleep drunk in a parked car?

How do I find out about that crime in my neighborhood?
What's the penalty for red-light cameras?

Where are the red-light cameras in Seattle?

What happens to people caught egging?

Is it illegal to drive in bicycle lanes?

Are U turns legal?

Do crosswalks have to be marked?

Where can a mother in need leave a baby?

Is it legal to ride in the back of trucks?

Who has the right of way on sidewalks, bikes or people?
Are loud stereos legal?

Can I ride with a Seattle firefighter?

Do kids count for carpool lane tally?

Are loud motorcycles legal?

Is there a legal limit for the number of pit bulls in a Seattle home?
Is proof of insurance required in rental cars?

Car rolls backwards downhill and crashes. Who is at fault?
Do you have to drive all the way around traffic circles?

Is it legal for bikers 'riding the line' of bike lanes?

Are left turns onto one-way streets allowed at red lights?
Plants in condo hallways - against fire code?

Are cars required to have one license plate or two?
Rear-end accident: Who's at fault?

Does the S.L.U.T. have to wait for pedestrians?

Why are cops exempt from hands-free cell phone law?

Is it illegal for dogs to ride in truck beds unsecured?

Is there a quick way to get Seattle crime statistics?

Can you get a DUI on a bicycle?

Are authorities at funeral processions on the clock?

How can I get officers to patrol downtown gang areas?
Why don't police arrest more Critical Mass cyclists?

When do school speed zone limits apply?

Why do police speed without their lights and sirens?

Do construction companies pay for an officer's presence or do the taxpayers pick up the tab?
Why are police officers allowed to drive their cruisers to and from their homes, sometimes
more than 30 miles out of their jurisdictions?
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e How do the police gain access into a secured apartment complex in the case of an emergency?
e [s it legal to drive with pets in your lap?
e What are the local restrictions for Segways?

Questions may be edited or paraphrased.
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